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Message from President—Hallie Deutsch 

At our last meeting we had so many wonderful and talented artists show their work. 
It is a great opportunity for our members to see each other’s artwork. 
 
The Fall Art Showcase will take place on Saturday October 24, 2026, at the  
Eisenhower Rec. Center. The entry fee will be $25. All the information, rules  
and entry forms will be available on our website on September 1, 2026.  You  
will receive a reminder email as well. 
 
The Artist-of-the-Month for September’s meeting is Chris Palmer, who specializes in abstract mixed 
media paintings. Chris’ photos and information are on the next page. 
 
Our September meeting will again focus on the upcoming changes that we are proposing, the art show 
information and the position of VAL President that will be available for 2027. If you are interested in the 
position, please contact me. This will be a very important meeting so please make every effort to attend. 
 
Important dates: 

• Monday September 7 – Next meeting 
• Saturday September 12 – Inspired By The Masters Exhibit – Drop off your artwork 
• Monday September 14 – Eisenhower Exhibit Change Out 
• Monday October 5 – Meeting to vote on changing the by-law and nomination for President 
• Saturday, October 24 – Fall Art Showcase 
• Monday November 2 – Meeting to vote on new president and new dues amount 
• Monday December 7 – Holiday party 

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone soon. 
 
Sincerely your 2026 officers: 
President – Hallie Deutsch 
Vice President – Janet Marks 
Treasurer – Gail Parker 
Secretary –Lois Bixby 

September 2026 

July 13 winners of Eisenhower Rec Center’s exhibit are: 

• First Place- Victoria Peterson, “Dragonfly” 
• Second place- Seville Morris, “Elegance” 
• Third place- Meg Hay, “Goldfish Lantern” 
• Honorable Mention- Katherine Keller, “Together.” 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have registered for The Masters Exhibit, drop off and judging of artwork will be at La Hacienda 
on Saturday, 9/12 between 8am & 10:30am.  
Awards & Reception (Meet the Judge) on Sunday, 9/13 from 1pm - 3pm. 



Artist of the Month—Chris Palmer 

  

Sunshine Report  

A sympathy card was sent to Lana Nolan for the loss of her husband. 
A sympathy card was sent to Mary Ann Goniea for the loss of her husband. 

Chris Palmer is an accomplished artist, specializing in abstract mixed media 
collage. She builds intuitive and richly textured and organic layers using 
acrylic paint, inks, mark-making, hand-painted papers, old vintage book 
pages, along with numbers and words, to express emotions, memories, and 
personal stories. For Chris, the freedom to play, explore, and take risks is far 
more important than the finished art. 

An artistic flair has been a part of Chris’ life since her early childhood in 
Michigan. In 1980 she first took a calligraphy course in Mobile, Alabama. She 
enjoyed much success as a part-time calligrapher while staying at home to 
raise their two daughters. In later years, she was inspired to explore other 
creative outlets which included card-making and rubberstamping, beaded 
jewelry, scrapbooking, photography, and art journaling. She soon discovered 
that her true passion was in creating mixed media collage and became a 
member of Chicago’s Midwest Collage Society. Over the last twenty years 
she has taken numerous workshops, both in person and online. 

Today, Chris is fully immersed in her art, actively engaging with other artists, 
and showing and selling her work in local shows here in The Villages, FL. 
Creating art and belonging to a vibrant art community are central to her 
physical and emotional well-being and it brings her great joy! 

Chris and her husband Lynn were first snowbirds for five winters and 
in early 2022 became full-time Florida residents here in the Village of 
Bridgeport @ Lake Miona. 

 



 

 

 

   

  

 

The Villages Art League Newsletter 
 

Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.  

2026 OFFICERS 

 President: Hallie Deutsch 
 Vice President: Janet Marks 
 Co-Secretaries: Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby 
 Treasurer: Gail Parker 

 CHAIRPERSONS 

 Artist of the Month: Jo Magram & Ralph Bischoff 
 Eisenhower Exhibit: Lana Nolan 
 Email: Marilyn Wright 
 Historian: Pat Hutchins 
 La Galleria Exhibit: Catherine Sullivan 
 Membership: Lisa Melcher & Sue Tribble 
 Newsletter Editor: Leda Rabenold 
 Photographer: Dave Boege 
 Program: Lois Bixby & Phil Brown 
 Refreshments: Linda Yeck 
 Sunshine: Charlene Sasto 
 50-50 Raffle: Judy Roach & Ann Scheiblin 
 Webmaster: Cindy Verdick 

 

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026 

• Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged 
and ribbons awarded. Exhibit dates a: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9. 

• La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12. 
• Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at 

Eisenhower Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events. 

  

 

www.thevillagesartleague.org 


