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Message from President—Hallie Deutsch

The first 4 months of the year have really flown by.

Thanks to Janice Tindall for sharing her artwork with us as well as Mary Forhan
for her demonstration using a palette knife.

This month we look forward to Esther Solin and her display of art wall discs. Our demonstration
will be done by Dore Dumas. She works with clay and has done some amazing pieces of art.

We have begun planning our Summer Art Festival which will take place on Saturday, July 11 at
Lake Miona Rec. Center. Hallie Deutsch and Lana Nolan will provide all the information you need
at our May meeting. Please make every effort to attend, especially if you plan to participate in the
show.

Upcoming Important Dates:

Monday May 4 — Monthly Meeting
Monday May 11 - Eisenhower change out
Saturday July 11 — Summer Art Festival

We look forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting at Saddlebrook Rec. Center. The doors
open at 9am for socializing and a breakfast treat. The meeting begins promptly at 9:30am.

Sincerely your 2026 officers:

President — Hallie Deutsch

Vice President — Janet Marks
Secretaries — Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby
Treasurer — Gail Parker




Artist of the Month—Esther Solin

While | have never studied art professionally, | have taken advantage of art classes to
refine my knowledge and skills. From a very early age | was awarded free lessons as
the number one student in elementary school. My parents were giddy with delight,
and you would think | had been awarded a scholarship at Rhode Island School of
Design. This early start was enough to promote a love of painting which | have pursued
throughout my life.

Florida has been my home for many years; however, | was pulled from Sarasota in
2013 to The Villages where | have remained happily in tis adult Disneyland! | officially
started my retirementin 2020 when covid interrupted a fabulous job mentoring at-risk
students in Sumter County. When this door closed, | opened another by focusing all
my energies on art.

Which brings me to present day. | have always designed wall art discs using a variety
of materials from spackle to plaster of Paris to epoxy. Acrylic paint provides me with a
world of colors for inspiration. | have expanded this circle theme to create lazy susans
and unique accessory tables.

All of the above in my inventory has found its way into the many shows available
throughout the year. | do want to thank the Villages Art League for their hard work and
community mindedness, that provides a welcome place for new and old artists.

Sunshine Report

No cards were sent this month.
“Art washes away from the soul, the dust of everyday life.” Pablo Picasso

Janice Tindall-April Artist of the Month Mary Forhan-April Program Presenter



Program Presenter-Dore Via Dumas

Iwas bornin Virginia. My father was a pilot in the Air Force.
My family moved and traveled all over the world. My
mother was an artist and a strong force in my creativity.
When we lived in Italy, we visited a mosaic school in
Spilembergo and | fell in love with mosaics and glass. As
an adult, | decided to learn mosaics and taught myself. |
created mosaics for many years.

After trying all forms of two dimensional art, | took a
pottery class and found my art passion. For the last 50+
years | have been a potter. Pottery was my profession for
many years; traveling shows with my two children and
selling in art shows and galleries in Florida, Kansas,
Alabama, and Tennessee. | sold wholesale through the
Dallas Gift Mart.

Later in years, | got my Bachelor's Degree in Special Education and a Master's in
Library and Information Science. | taught school for 30 years, starting in Orlando,
and retiring in Sevierville, Tennessee. In the summers, | was a Master Potter at
Dollywood in Pigeon Forge.

I moved to The Villages in 2013 after the death of my husband and soon joined the
Mulberry Clay Group and the Sculptors Group. | was one of the kiln “goddesses”. |
now teach pottery handbuilding through the Enrichment Academy at First
Responders Rec Center. | am also the leader and founder of the First Responders
Claymates club.

Winning awards in the current Eisenhower Exhibit are:

1t Place Roberta Flinn’s oil “He Said What?”

2" Place Victoria Peterson’s colored pencil “Lace Collar”

3" Place Phil Brown’s photography “Together Forever”
Honorable Mention Janine Motto’s acrylic “Daydream Believer”
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Next Eisenhower Exhibit is May 11.
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Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.

2026 OFFICERS

President: Hallie Deutsch

Vice President: Janet Marks
Co-Secretaries: Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby
Treasurer: Gail Parker

CHAIRPERSONS

Artist of the Month: Jo Magram & Ralph Bischoff
Eisenhower Exhibit: Lana Nolan

Email: Marilyn Wright

Historian: Pat Hutchins

La Galleria Exhibit: Catherine Sullivan
Membership: Lisa Melcher & Sue Tribble
Newsletter Editor: Leda Rabenold
Photographer: Dave Boege

Program: Lois Bixby & Phil Brown
Refreshments: Linda Yeck

Sunshine: Charlene Sasto

50-50 Raffle: Judy Roach & Ann Scheiblin
Webmaster: Cindy Verdick

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026

e Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged :
and ribbons awarded. Exhibit dates are: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9.

e La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12.

e Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at

Eisenhower Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events.



