
As the cold weather leaves us, we begin to set our sights on warmer 
weather and hope our landscaping will return to the beautiful colors 
we are all inspired by. 

I would like to welcome all 16 of our new members that have joined 
us since January.  I hope you will enjoy our meetings and the crea-
tivity of our members. 

Lana, the planning committee and I are beginning to plan for the Summer Art Festival 
that will take place on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec. Center. Please remember that there 
are various criteria for participation in the show, including that you must attend at 
least 3 meetings prior to the show to be given a table. All the information will be avail-
able starting in May. 

Debbie Olson will have a box in the back of the room for the collection of new and 
used art supplies. Last month Janet and I delivered the supplies to the art teacher at 
the Leesburg Middle School. She was very overwhelmed and extremely grateful. 

Terri Bower will be giving us a presentation on our Facebook page. 

We look forward to the photography of Tony DeSantis who will be our Artist of The 
Month. Linda Greenleaf will be our demo this month. Her whimsical pottery of animals 
with long legs bring a smile and joy to all. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting, Monday, March 2 at 9am at 
Saddlebrook. 

Sincerely, your 2026 Officers: 

President—Hallie Deutsch 

Vice President—Janet Marks 

Secretaries—Michelle Sand & Dore Dumas 

Treasurer—Gail Parker 

Message from President—Hallie Deutsch  
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Artist of the Month—Tony DeSantis 

Photography has always captured my interest. I 

became interested early in life when I received 

my first Kodak Brownie camera.  I continued 

exploring this medium through several 

cameras over the years. When I was 

stationed in England for four years in the U.S. 

Air Force, I bought a camera to take slide 

photos. Regardless of my occupation I always set aside time for this hobby. But, it 

wasn't until I moved to The Villages that I decided to study photography more in 

depth. I am a member of several photography and art clubs, including The Villages 

Photography Club, Intermediate Photography Club, the Villages Art League and The 

Villages Art Association. I mostly focus on landscapes and take picturesque scenes 

around the community. Many of my photos feature wildlife including birds or flowers. I also have photographed 

trips with my wife, preserving the memories in a collection of photo books. I have had my works featured in 

local magazines including Lake Sumter Style, Ocala Style and DeSoto magazines. 

Recently I have been experimenting with digital technology such as photoshop. I am 

turning some of my photos into media pieces by painting over them with clear 

acrylic gel paint. The brush strokes make the pieces look like paintings rather than 

photography. It takes a long time but the end result looks like an oil painting.   

Kathy Keller, February Artist of the Moth Marcella Martin, February Program Presenter 



Sunshine Report by Charlene Sasto 

A Sympathy card was sent to Kathleen Carron for the passing of her husband. 
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Program—Linda Greenleaf 

I moved a lot as an adolescent but spent the most time in Indiana.I 

attended Indiana State for one year as a music major. I then dropped 

out of collage and married my high school sweetheart. Raised a family 

and discovered I had more talent in art than music. My medium was 

glass, making windows, lamps, stepping stones, and sun catchers. I 

did this for almost 30 years. 

 

Upon retirement and moving to the villages I first discovered fused 

glass. I played with that for a couple of years.  Then I discovered 

pottery. I enjoy making animals and birds with long legs for outdoors. 

My pottery is whimsical. My creatures have to have some sort of deformity, (usually a crooked nose, 

a displaced ear or a silly hat). 

 

I'm not an expert on anything but I 

love trying.  

 

Linda creates whimsical pottery 

figures. 

NOTES:  

 There will be a short survey to fill out at our next meeting. 

 Next change-out of the Eisenhower Exhibit is March 9th. 

 If you haven’t paid  your $15 annual dues, please do so this month. 
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Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.  

President Hallie Deutsch  

Vice President Janet Marks 

Co-Secretaries Michelle Sand & 

Dore Dumas 

Treasurer Gail Parker 

Artist of the Month Jo Magram &  

Ralph Bischoff 

Photographer Dave Boege 

Eisenhower Exhibit Lana Nolan Program Ellen Hellwege & 

Lisa Melcher 

Email Marilyn Wright Publicity Lois Bixby,  

Barb Hartung & 

Phil Brown 

Historian Pat Hutchins Refreshments Linda Yeck 

La Galleria Exhibit Catherine Sullivan Sunshine Charlene Sasto  

Membership Lisa Melcher &  

Sue Tribble 

50-50 Raffle Judy Roach &  

Ann Scheiblin 

Newsletter Editor Leda Rabenold Webmaster Cindy Verdick 

 Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged and ribbons 

awarded. Exhibit dates for are: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9. 

 La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12. 

 Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at Eisenhower 

Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events. 

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026 

Page 4 


