Artist of the Month—Tony DeSantis

Photography has always captured my interest. | ; |
became interested early in life when | received
my first Kodak Brownie camera. | continued
exploring this medium through several
cameras over the years. When | was

stationed in England for four years in the U.S.

Air Force, | bought a camera to take slide
photos. Regardless of my occupation | always set aside time for this hobby. But, it
wasn't until | moved to The Villages that | decided to study photography more in
depth. | am a member of several photography and art clubs, including The Villages
Photography Club, Intermediate Photography Club, the Villages Art League and The
Villages Art Association. | mostly focus on landscapes and take picturesque scenes

around the community. Many of my photos feature wildlife including birds or flowers. | also have photographed
trips with my wife, preserving the memories in a collection of photo books. | have had my works featured in
local magazines including Lake Sumter Style, Ocala Style and DeSoto magazines.
Recently | have been experimenting with digital technology such as photoshop. | am
turning some of my photos into media pieces by painting over them with clear
acrylic gel paint. The brush strokes make the pieces look like paintings rather than
photography. It takes a long time but the end result looks like an oil painting.




