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Message from President—Hallie Deutsch 

 
Every month I am in awe of our incredibly talented artists. As we continue 
into the summer months, we look forward to the many artists of the month 
and demos that are scheduled. 
 
This month Betty Henderson will be sharing some of her paintings with us. 
She paints with the hope of eliciting joy, smiles and immediate delight and 
connecting the viewer with the world around them. 
 
Our demo this month will be by Janine Motto and Lisa Melcher. They will be doing a demo on 
“adding a touch of sparkle to your art.” They will demo gold leaf applications on a painting and 
show other means of adding sparkle such as colored foil, metallic paint and markers. 
 
The Summer Arts Festival is quickly approaching. Just a reminder to check the registration dates 
before mailing your registration form so that it arrives at the proper time. Priority registration 
begins May 27 and General registration begins June 8th. The cost is slightly different this year. If 
you request a 12-foot space the cost is $25, a 9-ft. space is $18.75 and a 6 -ft. space is $12.50. 
 
Catherine Sullivan will also give us information on the Inspired By The Masters Exhibit which will 
take place in September. 
 
If you have not received a copy of our new directory, you can pick one up as you check in. 
 
Sincerely your 2026 officers: 
 
President – Hallie Deutsch 
Vice President – Janet Marks 
Secretaries – Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby 
Treasurer – Gail Parker 

June 2026 



 

 

  

Artist of the Month—Betty Henderson 

  

 

Betty Henderson’s Philosophy is to Paint for Joy. 

Betty approaches her canvas with a refreshing perspective. She paints not to delve 
into complex personal emotions, but to serve as a conduit for shared happiness. Her 
work focuses on capturing fleeting moments that spark smiles and immediate 
delight, stir fond memories of places visited and to connect viewers to the natural 
beauty of the world around them. “When a familiar scene or detail brings a happy 
memory rushing back to the viewer, that’s my greatest reward.” 

Betty’s technical skill has been gained through trial and error, although she has 
refined her craft through specialized workshops and courses in art institutions 
including: Ringling College of Art and Design, the Susan K Black Foundation (Dubois, 
WY) an intensive wildlife art workshop led by world-renowned experts, and ongoing 
participation in courses to evolve technique and tackle new challenges with every 
piece. 

Esther Solin-May Artist of the Month Dore Via Dumas-May Program Presenter 

Sunshine Report  

Charlene sent a sympathy card to the family 
of past member May Dahl. 

 



Program Presenters- 
Janine Motto and Lisa Melcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Janine is planning to do a demo on "adding a touch of 
sparkle to your art." She will demo gold leaf applications on 
a painting and show other means of adding sparkle such as 
colored foil, metallic paint and markers. 

Lisa will show samples of gold leaf on other items too, such 
as frames, outdoor signage and vehicle graphics.  

Artist Bio of Janine Motto (brushzilla@gmail.com) 

The village of Linden became my permanent home in 2021. I am from Western New York. I was fortunate to grow up 
on a small hobby farm my parents had where I acquired a love for animals and nature. 

I earned my degree in Visual Communications and landed in the offset printing industry in the early 80’s, when they 
still used film negatives and dark rooms. Eventually evolving into the more modern print industry, I worked with 
web, screen, then digital printing. This was all very repetitive and boring and found that painting in my spare time 
was freeing. My paint time was very limited as I was taking care of my family, and usually my kids would be coloring 
or painting right beside me. 

Most recently I worked remotely as a part time commercial graphic designer where I designed graphics for a sign 
company in West Palm Beach. Prior to that I specialized in vehicle wraps and graphics in western New York for 
emergency service agencies across the country where I designed police cars, fire trucks, and ambulances using 
mostly reflective vinyl and gold leaf graphics. I also owned and operated my own family sign and screen print shop 
for over 15 years. I still freelance design for a print broker in NY. 

Watercolors and oils are my favorite medium. I would say I have an illustrative 
style. I enjoy painting a multitude of subjects, and landscapes that involve an 
animal or bird, but I find anything that has a unique pattern, color, design or 
shadow may be my muse. 

I am a member of the Florida Watercolor Society, VAL, VAA, The Villages Fine Art 
Society and a past signature member of the Niagara Frontier Watercolor Society. 

 



 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Villages Art League Newsletter 
 

Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.  

2026 OFFICERS 

 President: Hallie Deutsch 
 Vice President: Janet Marks 
 Co-Secretaries: Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby 
 Treasurer: Gail Parker 

 CHAIRPERSONS 

 Artist of the Month: Jo Magram & Ralph Bischoff 
 Eisenhower Exhibit: Lana Nolan 
 Email: Marilyn Wright 
 Historian: Pat Hutchins 
 La Galleria Exhibit: Catherine Sullivan 
 Membership: Lisa Melcher & Sue Tribble 
 Newsletter Editor: Leda Rabenold 
 Photographer: Dave Boege 
 Program: Lois Bixby & Phil Brown 
 Refreshments: Linda Yeck 
 Sunshine: Charlene Sasto 
 50-50 Raffle: Judy Roach & Ann Scheiblin 
 Webmaster: Cindy Verdick 

 

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026 

• Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged 
and ribbons awarded. Exhibit dates are: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9. 

• La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12. 
• Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at 

Eisenhower Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events. 

  

www.thevillagesartleague.org 


