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Message from President—Hallie Deutsch

Thank you Betty Henderson for sharing your beautiful artwork with us last month and to
Janine Motto for your demo using gold leaf application.

Summer has finally arrived and with that comes our Summer Art Festival. As you know it
will take place on Saturday, July 11 at Lake Miona Rec. Center from 9am - 3pm. Lana and
Hallie will provide last-minute suggestions and reminders.

Catherine Sullivan will continue her explanation for the exhibit Inspired by
The Masters. Applications will be available at the front desk.

Our artist of the month is Brenda Pillsbury. She has traveled all over the US
and Canada and has had many successful businesses. Since moving to The
Villages, she has rediscovered fluid (pour) painting inspired by the ocean.
Her signature pieces are seahorses.

This month our artist of the month will be Jo Magram. She will be doing a
demo on how to paint waterdrops and the technique to show “Depth of
Field.” She would like the audience to participate by bringing a pencil,
eraser, a white colored pencil and white, pastel and gray colored paper, but
you could use beige or white paper as well.

Next month we will change the format of our meeting by opening it up to all our members and inviting you to bring
a piece of your artwork to share with everyone. If needed, please remember to bring a table easel for display.
Everyone should bring a card with their name on it to be placed in front of your work. You will be given a brief
opportunity to talk about your artwork. This is a great opportunity for everyone to see what you do.

Upcoming Important Dates:

Monday, July 6 — Monthly Meeting

Monday, July 13 — Eisenhower Exhibit change-out
Monday, August 3 — Member to Member meeting
Saturday, September 12 — Inspired by the Masters
Monday, October 5 - Nomination of 2027 Officers
Monday, November 2- Election of 2027 officers
Monday, December 7 — End of year holiday party
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Sincerely your 2026 officers:

President — Hallie Deutsch

Vice President —Janet Marks
Secretaries — Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby
Treasurer — Gail Parker




Artist of the Month—Brenda Pillsbury

I was born and raised in Bradford, Vermont, where my parents owned local businesses,
instilling in me a strong work ethic. | truly enjoyed staying busy and found great
satisfaction helping in our family businesses.

| began studying classical piano at age five but soon discovered | could play by ear.
Graduating from Bradford Academy in 1961, | had the honor of composing a new
Academy song that is stillin use today. Later | earned a degree in Music Education from
the University of Vermont.

After marrying my high school sweetheart, we moved to Groton, Connecticut. During his
seven-year enlistment at the submarine base, | taught music in six schools in Norwich.
We relocated to Bath, Maine, where | taught in four schools. After the birth of our first
son, | began teaching piano lessons. | also launched a small business called “Kidz
Kakes,” where | designed and sold specialty cakes. In 1972, one of my recipes was
selected as a finalist in the Pillsbury Bake-Off, and | traveled to Houston, Texas, to
compete among the top 100 contestants.

Next, we moved to the seacoast of New Hampshire where we lived for 38 wonderful
years. When our sons started school, | taught German folk art (Bauernmalerei) and floral
design at a local craft shop. This grew into another home-based business, and | began
hosting home parties featuring my handcrafted items. In time, my business expanded
and | leased space in 18 stores across several states, traveling weekly to restock
inventory. What began as one warehouse grew into three, and | hired additional help to
keep up with demand. To support my travel schedule, we purchased a motor coach so |
could stay on the road for several days at a time. | truly loved that chapter of my life.

When my husband retired, | sold the business and we spent 18 years exploring the
United States and Canada. With a winter base at RiverBend Motorcoach Resort in
LaBelle, Florida, | began creating jewelry for both local and online markets. Continuing
the business and jewelry design, after settling in The Villages | also rekindled my passion
for painting, especially drawn to fluid (pour) painting. Inspired by ocean colors and the
serenity of the sea, my signature pieces are seahorses—each with its own unique
personality. A proud member of the Villages Art League, | enjoy learning from and
appreciating the creativity of fellow artists.

I like to say, “l am a jack of all trades...master of none,” but the joy has always been in the
journey.




Program Presenter—Jo Magram

Drawing and painting have always been part of my soul from an early age. | took many
art courses in high school and majored in Art Education in college, teaching art on
levels k through 12 in New York, Connecticut and Maine. | took many years off from
teachingin public schools to raise my two boys. However, | taught art in my temple for
24 years and some private classes along the way.

Although | have dabbled in many mediums, | prefer oils for this medium is best for me
since | consider myself to be a photographic realist painter. | see so much beauty in
nature, and | challenge myself to somehow create this beauty in my two- and three-
dimensional art. | also create detailed sculpture with clay, sometimes serious and
sometimes pieces that put a smile on your face, for we certainly need less seriousness
in our lives.

Living in The Villages for 16 years, | am an active member of the VAL, VAA and
Seabreeze Pottery. | am honored to have four of my pieces, two oil paintings and two
bird sculptures, purchased by The Villages in The Gallery at Fenney Recreation Center.

I will be demonstrating how to paint water drops and the technique to show the 'Depth
of Field' in a painting. This technique is seen in photographs using a foreground, middle
ground and background process.

There will be some member participation--bring a pencil,
eraser, a white colored pencil and white, pastel and gray
colored paper. If you don't have gray, beige is my second

choice and white the third. | hope to see you then....jo

Sunshine Report

A get-well card was sent to Lana Ograin for her broken leg.
A get-well card was sent to Sue Trimble for her broken wrist.

June’s Artist of Month Betty Henderson June’s Program Presenter Janine Motto
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Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.

2026 OFFICERS

President: Hallie Deutsch

Vice President: Janet Marks
Co-Secretaries: Michelle Sand & Lois Bixby
Treasurer: Gail Parker

CHAIRPERSONS

Artist of the Month: Jo Magram & Ralph Bischoff
Eisenhower Exhibit: Lana Nolan

Email: Marilyn Wright

Historian: Pat Hutchins

La Galleria Exhibit: Catherine Sullivan
Membership: Lisa Melcher & Sue Tribble
Newsletter Editor: Leda Rabenold
Photographer: Dave Boege

Program: Lois Bixby & Phil Brown
Refreshments: Linda Yeck

Sunshine: Charlene Sasto

50-50 Raffle: Judy Roach & Ann Scheiblin
Webmaster: Cindy Verdick

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026

e Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged :
and ribbons awarded. Exhibit dates a: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9.

e La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12.

e Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at

Eisenhower Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events.



