Artist of the Month—Brenda Pillsbury

I was born and raised in Bradford, Vermont, where my parents owned local businesses,
instilling in me a strong work ethic. | truly enjoyed staying busy and found great
satisfaction helping in our family businesses.

| began studying classical piano at age five but soon discovered | could play by ear.
Graduating from Bradford Academy in 1961, | had the honor of composing a new
Academy song that is stillin use today. Later | earned a degree in Music Education from
the University of Vermont.

After marrying my high school sweetheart, we moved to Groton, Connecticut. During
his seven-year enlistment at the submarine base, | taught music in six schools in
Norwich. We relocated to Bath, Maine, where | taught in four schools. After the birth of
our first son, | began teaching piano lessons. | also launched a small business called
“Kidz Kakes,” where | designed and sold specialty cakes. In 1972, one of my recipes
was selected as afinalist in the Pillsbury Bake-Off, and | traveled to Houston, Texas, to
compete among the top 100 contestants.

Next, we moved to the seacoast of New Hampshire where we lived for 38 wonderful
years. When our sons started school, | taught German folk art (Bauernmalerei) and
floral design at a local craft shop. This grew into another home-based business, and |
began hosting home parties featuring my handcrafted items. In time, my business
expanded and | leased space in 18 stores across several states, traveling weekly to
restock inventory. What began as one warehouse grew into three, and | hired additional
help to keep up with demand. To support my travel schedule, we purchased a motor
coach so | could stay on the road for several days at a time. | truly loved that chapter of
my life.

When my husband retired, | sold the business and we spent 18 years exploring the
United States and Canada. With a winter base at RiverBend Motorcoach Resortin
LaBelle, Florida, | began creating jewelry for both local and online markets. Continuing
the business and jewelry design, after settling in The Villages | also rekindled my
passion for painting, especially drawn to fluid (pour) painting. Inspired by ocean colors
and the serenity of the sea, my sighature pieces are seahorses—each with its own
unique personality. A proud member of the Villages Art League, | enjoy learning from
and appreciating the creativity of fellow artists.

I like to say, “l am a jack of all trades...master of none,” but the joy has always been in
the journey.




