
 This year again our January Member -to–Member event was a 
success. It is always so wonderful to be able to gather all our talent-
ed members in one room so we can see the incredible talent we have 
among us. 

 Your 2026 committees of Jo Magram, Lisa Melcher and Ellen 
Hellwege are hard at work planning what we hope will be informative, 
educational and enjoyable programs for the coming year. 

 Please remember to pay your $15 dues. Check in at the membership desk and re-
view your information we have on file as Lisa Melcher is preparing our new directory 
that will be distributed later this year. 

 We are excited to announce that the Leesburg Middle School will be happy to 
accept any art supplies, new or gently used, that you would like to donate. Please see 
Hallie Deutsch or Janet Marks for more details. 

 This month our Artist of the Month is Kathy Keller. Her mediums include water-
color, glass and ceramic sculpture. We look forward to a watercolor demonstration by 
Marcella Martin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, your 2026 Officers: 

President—Hallie Deutsch 

Vice President—Janet Marks 

Secretaries—Michelle Sand & Dore Dumas 

Treasurer—Gail Parker 

Message from President—Hallie Deutsch  
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Artist of the Month—Kathy Keller 

Kathy Keller studied fine art and education and 

worked as an instructional designer creating 

aviation training for Boeing Aerospace for thirty 

years before retiring to the Villages. Always looking 

for creative outlets, she continues to study painting, 

ceramics and glass arts. Every week she participates 

in online figure drawing, and landscape painting 

classes. Mediums include watercolor, acrylic, 

encaustic and oil. Subjects include portraiture, 

landscape and abstract MUSIC painting. Other interests are ceramic 

sculpture and fused glass. 

 

Kathy is originally from Michigan and lived in San Diego, Albuquerque, Panama City Beach, and Lake 

Mary, Florida before coming to The Villages where she recently moved to the 

Village of Pine Hills. 

A warm welcome to our 10 new members! 
We look forward to getting to know you. 

 

. 

January 12 Eisenhower Exhibit Winners:  1st Place Roberta Flinn ‘s “Golden Gaze,” 

2nd Place Diane McKee’s “Village Love,” 3rd Place Gailee Denley’s “Where Did She Go?” 

Honorable Mention Phil Brown’s “Beacon of Color.” 

Annual $15 membership dues are due! 



Sunshine Report by Charlene Sasto 

 Get well card was sent to Lisa Woodward for a broken hip. 

 Sympathy card was sent to Lisa Melcher for her brother’s passing. 
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Program—Marcella Martin 

My mom encouraged me to draw and paint from my finger painting days. 

I feel blessed to have had her enthusiasm. I miss her. 

 

My degree is in Fine Arts for sculpture! In the spirit of adventure and 

service, I was a Peace Corps Volunteer to Lesotho, Africa, teaching 

handicrafts and English. After being a poor artist, I went back to college 

for an electrical engineering degree and worked on upper stage rockets. 

 

But I missed art and when my husband, Stan, went to Stockholm, Sweden 

for work, I became a full time artist again. I’ve painted watercolors - more 

than 25 years. (It’s so difficult to drag sculpture medium around.) I started 

exhibiting in Stockholm, then in San Diego (I have signature membership with the San Diego 

Watercolor Society), and now in Florida. I'm on my way to earning a signature membership with the 

Florida Watercolor Society. Watercolor is my primary medium, but since moving to The Villages, I 

revived my pottery skills. 

We are working on a member questionnaire which we will distribute  

at the March meeting for everyone to complete 
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Business Meetings: 9:30-11:30 am the first Monday of the month at the Saddlebrook Rec Center.  

President Hallie Deutsch  

Vice President Janet Marks 

Co-Secretaries Michelle Sand & 

Dore Dumas 

Treasurer Gail Parker 

Artist of the Month Jo Magram &  

Ralph Bischoff 

Photographer Dave Boege 

Eisenhower Exhibit Lana Nolan Program Ellen Hellwege & 

Lisa Melcher 

Email Marilyn Wright Publicity Lois Bixby,  

Barb Hartung & 

Phil Brown 

Historian Pat Hutchins Refreshments Linda Yeck 

La Galleria Exhibit Catherine Sullivan Sunshine Charlene Sasto  

Membership Lisa Melcher &  

Sue Tribble 

50-50 Raffle Judy Roach &  

Ann Scheiblin 

Newsletter Editor Leda Rabenold Webmaster Cindy Verdick 

 Eisenhower Art Exhibit in the Eisenhower Regional Rec Center has a fine art exhibit that is judged and ribbons 

awarded. Exhibit dates for are: Jan. 12, March 9, May11, July 13, Sept. 14, Nov. 9. 

 La Galleria at La Hacienda Rec Center, the Masters Exhibit dates: Sept. 12 through Dec. 12. 

 Summer Art Festival on July 11 at Lake Miona Rec Center. The Fall Art Showcase on October 24 at Eisenhower 

Rec Center. VAL members can show and sell their artwork during these one-day events. 

Art League Places to Exhibit in 2026 
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