
� s the song goes: "I'm just a 
small town girl living in a 
small town world”. 
 

� orn in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, my parents left the 
area for a small town on the 
Ohio River.  

 

�� got a good basic education in 
the public school system but 
we had absolutely no fine arts 
programs, not music, dance, 
theatre, or art. 
 

�  had a 
teacher in 
the sixth 
grade 
who asked if anyone would 
like to attend some art classes 
after regular school hours and 
of course, my hand shot up in 
the air.  Well, that didn’t take 
long before I decided “I” 
would be the teacher, and 
much to my mother’s sur-

prise, I invited all the neighborhood kids in for “art 
lessons”.  As it turned out, I did get my degree and 
taught for over 27 years, elementary to college lev-
el. My studies started me on the road to interior 
design, fashion design and creative drawing and 
painting. 
 

� ooking back, I 
think we were 
more creative 
back then invent-
ing the things for 
creative play.  I 
made my own 
coloring books, 
paper dolls, draw-
ing and painting on or with anything I could get my 
hands on, for instance, I remember making my own 
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ink with green walnut outer shells and painted my 
while shoes which made them a lovely shade of 
brown splotch.  Dad made me wear them anyway.  
I learned to sew and crate my own patterns, basi-
cally I had a thirst f\or exploring any creative en-
deavor. 
 

� s I grew and ma-
tured, I traveled 
extensively to over 
40 countries and 
visited every muse-
um along the way.  
In addition to 
teaching, I also 
owned two businesses, an arts and crafts shop and 
a formal wear store.  My formal wear store was 
featured in Nows Magazine for the trade business. 
 

� n the formal wear business, 
I traveled regularly for buy-
ing to New York, Chicago 
and Atlanta .  The fun part 
was I was on the board of 
directors for the formal wear 
section for the Chicago Ap-
parel Center and I was a de-
sign consultant for several 
companies who would fly 
me to New York to preview 

their line of clothes and help to eliminate or rede-
sign gowns before they were shown to the buyer’s 
market. 
 

� ow I am in the prime of 
my life and living the life of 
the happy retiree, donating 
my time to the BEST stu-
dents I have every had in my 
life –they listen –follow 
through—and appreciate 
more than anyone the hours 
I dedicate to my volunteer 
work. 
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