
Artist of the Month

My life began on a small farm in southeastern North 

Dakota.
(population less than 150

college in Wahpeton, ND, 
worked for the research branch of the USDA

40 years. The majority of the time I was the secretary 
to the Director for a Federal Research Laboratory.  

married James in 1954 and we have three married 
daughters, eight gra

grandchild … and will have two more in the near future.
 

After Jim and I retired, we moved to The Villages in 1995 to be near our 
daughter who lived in Orlando.  Unfortunately, her family transferred to 

Tennessee after we were here
 

One of the best resources, in The Villages,
sponsored by the Lifelong Learning College.  

feel fortunate to have this 
opportunity.  Another group I would 

like to credit is the Wet and Wild 

Watercolor group.  They have taught 
me a lot about painting.  A

Newsletter Editor for VAL for 5 years, 
I was able to meet with, and learn 

more about, many of the great artists 
of The Villages. 

 
I appreciate this opportunity to be 

Artist of the Month for Oct
 

 

Artist of the Month: Vivian Chaska 

My life began on a small farm in southeastern North 

Dakota.  I graduated from high school in Cogswell, ND
(population less than 150) in 1950.  After a year of 

college in Wahpeton, ND, I moved to Fargo where I 
worked for the research branch of the USDA

40 years. The majority of the time I was the secretary 
to the Director for a Federal Research Laboratory.  

married James in 1954 and we have three married 
daughters, eight grandchildren and one great 

grandchild … and will have two more in the near future.

After Jim and I retired, we moved to The Villages in 1995 to be near our 
daughter who lived in Orlando.  Unfortunately, her family transferred to 

Tennessee after we were here for 8 years.  I still miss having them nearby.

Around that time, in 2004, to occupy my 

spare time I signed up for a decorative 
artist class.  Jeanne Willette taught me the 

basics, since I had never had an art class 
or much interest in art prior to that

I enrolled in an oil class from Oscar
which was fun.  However, after taking

watercolor class from Jan Ramsey,
hooked. I have stayed with watercolor ever 

since. Jan made me feel like I could do it 
and I have always appreciated her 

One of the best resources, in The Villages, is the variety of workshops 
Lifelong Learning College.  I have taken many of these and 

fortunate to have this 
opportunity.  Another group I would 

like to credit is the Wet and Wild 

have taught 
As 

tter Editor for VAL for 5 years, 
I was able to meet with, and learn 

more about, many of the great artists 

I appreciate this opportunity to be 

Artist of the Month for October.   
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) in 1950.  After a year of 

I moved to Fargo where I 
worked for the research branch of the USDA for nearly 

40 years. The majority of the time I was the secretary 
to the Director for a Federal Research Laboratory.  I 

married James in 1954 and we have three married 
ndchildren and one great 

grandchild … and will have two more in the near future. 

After Jim and I retired, we moved to The Villages in 1995 to be near our 
daughter who lived in Orlando.  Unfortunately, her family transferred to 

for 8 years.  I still miss having them nearby. 
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