
May Artist of the Month 

Barbara Wensel Severns 

Note: During the month of May, Barbara will have 
several of her pieces on display at the Spanish 
Springs branch of Citizens Bank. 

Barbara Severns has specialized in portrait 
painting for over 35 years. Studying oil portraiture 
with John Howard Sanden in New York City, and 
pastel and oil workshops with Daniel E. Greene in 
the 70's and 80's, as well as life-drawing at 
Ringling School of Art with Marbury Hill Brown and 

Fiore Custode, she has followed both traditional and contemporary methods to capture 
a realistic image and bring out the "zest for living" in each model. 
 
Born and raised in Iowa, Barbara has drawn all her life. She took oil painting classes at 
Des Moines Art Center; and later enrolled in Interior Space Design at Drake University, 
where she discovered the excitement and immediacy of throwing vivid color washes 
over pencil renderings. While still an Iowa resident, Severns did portrait commissions, 
taught adult-ed art classes through the community college and in her home studio, 
judged art competitions, gave demonstrations and lectures to women's groups, 
designed the cover and illustrations for the 782-page "Lucas County History Book," 
meanwhile balancing home-life with husband Ron and their 4 children. 
 
Since moving to Sarasota in 1978, Barbara's paintings have won first place and top 
awards and have been exhibited in numerous shows in Florida, Iowa, New York, and 
Washington DC. In 1979 her aqua-tint of "Junonia Shell" was selected from 2700 
entries as a finalist in the International Society of Artists 2nd Annual Juried Show held at 
the Foothills Art Center in Golden, CO (ISA was a subsidiary of American Artists 
Magazine). In 1989 she received national recognition when her acrylic painting "Still Life 
with Happiness Jar" was accepted in the 45th National Juried Fine Arts show at the 
Colorado Springs Art Guild Gallery. It was selected from over 
500 entries by Juror, Ray Vinella of the Toas Six. 
 
During the 20 yrs spent in Sarasota, Severns held offices and 
served on committees of several art organizations including: 
The Sarasota County Arts Council's Visual Artists Task Force 
and the 3-person Exhibition Selection Committee; The 
Women's Caucus for Art (now the Women Contemporary 
Artists); and the Ringling Museum of Art jurying committee for 
the 20th Annual Crafts Festival; and chairing committees 
annually for the Children's Art Festival, and working at the 
calligraphy booth of The Medieval Fair. In 1995, Barbara was 
nominated by the WCA for the Sarasota Visual Arts Center 



Artist of the Year Award for artists who through their work and personal commitments 
have contributed to the advancement of the visual arts in the Sarasota and Mantatee 
area. 
 
Two years ago Barbara and Ron retired to The Villages after "full-timing" in a motor-
home for almost 7 yrs "which were … wonderful ... no calendars or time schedules." 
Now she paints for state and national shows and her own enjoyment; but has joined the 
VAL and the VAA as well as the Artists Trading Card group to be with fun, creative 
people. 
 
Severns is a signature member of the Florida Suncoast Watercolor Society and a 
Signature and Life member of the Florida Watercolor Society where earlier her painting 
"The Enchanted Garden" won the Cornish Corporation Award. Her paintings are in 
many private collections and in the permanent collections of the John L. Lewis Museum 
of Chariton, Iowa, and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library in Austin, TX. 
 
Barbara Wensel Severns' painting "Crystal & Aqua" was accepted into the Florida 
Suncoast Watercolor Society's Juried Open Transparent Exhibition at the Art Center 
Mantadee in Bradenton April 6-May 23. The show was judged by Jean Grasdorf AWS 
and will run concurrently with the National Watercolor Society's traveling show. 

 


